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Prof Wins Outstanding Young Manufacturing
Engineer Award
Hugh Jack met the basic criteria for
the Society of Manufacturing Engineers "Outstanding Young Manufacturing Engineer Award" w ithout much
effort - he is younger than 35. The
rest was not so easy.

Among the reasons the SME cites for
honoring Jack is his initiative in starting
new courses. Jack, an assistant professor in the Padnos School of Engineering, has taught 21 different courses,
includ ing six new o nes. Most recently,
he designed a new course in manufacturing controls that is distinguished by
its practical approach.
In 1997, a year after he arrived at
GVSU, Jack had stude nts design a
machine that he uses in the lab of his
controls class . The machine incl udes an
auto mated drill press and embossing
stamp , and other tools that can be
controlled automatically. Each semester,
stude nts must reconfigure the machine
for a project.
"This is w hat manufacturing companies are do ing every day, " Jack says.
"Either it works or it doesn't, just like
o n the fac tory floor."

In granting the award to Jack, the
SME also cited his extensive use of the
Internet in teaching o n-line courses, his
research in rapid pro totyping, leading
GVSU's effo1t to gain accreditatio n fo r
the undergraduate engineering program , and leading GVSU's curriculum
committee in the develo pment of the
university's master of engineering
science degree w ith a manu factu ring
emphasis .

"Millennial gro ups are those that
attach significance to the end of the
millennium, not necessarily for some
doomsday aspect but because a new
millennium marks a time fo r serio us
spiritual renewal," says Lundskow.
"There's an argument in sociology that a
mode rn capitalist society and new
technology creates feelings of alie natio n," he said. "The mo re we have of
that, the mo re likely people w ill latch
on to some totalitarian d octrine because
it presents an answer for eve1y thing."

"Beca use
of the
socially
constructed
nature of all
of these, the
meaning of
events for
people
simply
becomes the
meaning that
they give
them," he
says. "In other words, almost any event
can be interpreted as the end of the
world. "

The SME created the awa rd in 1979
because yo ung engineers were overshadowed by o lder engineers w ho
were recogni zed fo r achievements over
long p eriods. Jack is one of nine
recipients of the prestigio us awa rd fo r
2000.
Jack w ill receive the awa rd o fficially
May 24 at the North American Manufacturing Resea rch Confe rence in
Lexington , Kentucky.

Across Campus
Sociologist Studies
Millennium Groups
Amid all the hype about Y2K and
other millennial madness, a sociologist
who studies such things rema ins
remarkably calm.
"Pretty much eve1y year has been
marked by one group o r another as
the last yea r fo r earth or for civilizatio n," says George Lundskow, a newly
arrived assistant professor of Sociology
who studies fringe movements and
millennial beliefs. "These are no t
necessarily religious gro ups,
just people w ho for o ne
reason or another
foresee the end of
civilization. "

This is why Lundskow remains calm
in the face of predictions of doom fo r
the year 2000. His own predictio n is
that certain people w ill attach cataclysmic significance to events like
earthquakes and political events.

continued on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1

WebBook of the Month
Features Black History Novel

The GVSU Forum is
published by the Office of
University Communicatio ns
eve,y Monday whe n classes are
in sessio n and biweekly during
the sum mer. The submissio n
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send
pub licatio n items to Kathleen
Adams, ed itor, c/ o the FORUM
cc:Ma il box. From off camp us,
e mail forum@gvsu.edu.
Telephone: 616-895-222 1. Fax:
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM
ONLINE on the World Wide Web
at: www.gvsu. edu/
Faculty and staff members
can find an online "Sketches"
submission form on the Web Site.

When English fac ulty members Rob
Franciosi and Dan Royer started an on-line
book club at Grand Valley last November, it
was a response to a call for more interaction
with the community. In February, their
WebBook of the Month site plays a role in
the community's recognition of Black
History Month.
The on-line book club will discuss Middle
Passage by Charles Johnson. The novel is
about a freed slave who stows away on a
ship to return to Africa, and discovers that
he is aboard a slave ship. Veta Tucker,
associate professor of English , who coordinates the African/African-American Studies
Program, will lead the on-line discussion,
which began February 1. Tucker will also
discuss the book February 18 live on the
WGVU Morning Show with Eddie Rucker.

The WebBook of the Month site has
evolved since Franciosi and Royer first
developed it last fall. Each month they
choose a book that has some local connection. In March they will feature a book
appropriate for Women's History Month. In
January, Franciosi led a discussion of
Ragtime in anticipation of a performance of
the musical in Lansing.
Franciosi says what started as an effort to
get English faculty members to think
beyond the classroom has come full cycle.
He now uses the on-line book discussion as
a model for the courses he teaches o n
various books.

Student Leadership Award
Nominations Due February 10
Faculty and staff members are reminded
that nominatio ns for the Kenneth R.
Venderbush Student Leadership Award are
due in the Dean of Students Office, 202
STU, by 5 p .m. o n Thursday, February 10.
The award will be presented to a GVSU
senior at the Awards Banquet on April 10.

A/P Award Nominations
Due in M arch

Surrounded by copies of actual books in his Lake
Superior Hall office, Rob Franciosi administers the
WebBook of the Month site.

The WebBook of the Month can be
found at www4.gvsu.edu/ books/
"For Black Histo1y Month, the online book
club can provide context for talking about
black hist01y with a focus," says Franciosi.
Franciosi and Royer, the site designer,
develop related content for each month's
book. So for the Februa1y discussion of Middle
Passage, there are links to sites about Amistad,
the sto1y of a slave ship recently made famous
by a Hollywood film. They admit that the
possible on-line links can influence the books
they choose. But Franciosi says it's important
to provide some context that tl1e average
reader would not have.

Nominations are open for two administrative/ professio nal staff awards. The A.IP
Achievement Award , presented each w inter,
goes to an A.IP staff member who has made
a significant contribution to the university.
Qualifications include: outstanding pe rformance, personal/professional growth;
cooperation w ith other campus units;
contributions to the university as a who le;
and interpersonal skills and relationships.
The Administrative/ Professional Comm ittee is introducing a new Service Award this
year to recognize individ uals for o utstanding service from each of the e ight designated A.IP groups.
President Are nd D. Lubbers will present
all the awards at the annual A.IP Luncheo n
on April 18.
To nominate a ca ndidate fo r the Achievement Award, fill o ut a nomination form and
submit it to Leroy Hackley, 215 Recreation
Center, by March 10. Nominatio ns for the
Service Award sho uld be sent to the A.IP
Committee, c/ o Human Resources Office,
140 LHM by March 17. Call Human
Resources, x2215, for extra forms .
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Coming Events
Reception Planned
For Bill Eilola
Faculty and staff members are invited
to a reception on Monday, February 7,
from 3-5 p.m. in the Pere Marquette
Room, of the Kirkhof Center to say
good-bye to
Director of
Admissions Bill
Eilola.
Eilola, who
has served in
Grand Valley's
Admissions
Office since
1988, is leaving
GVSU to join
Educational Enhancements, Inc. , w here
he will begin directing university
program operations for Ford Motor
Company.

Candidates for Dean of
Continuing Education
To Make Presentations
The campus community is invited to
an open presentation by the two
candidates for the Dean of Continuing
Education position this week. The
candidates will present their vision of
lifelong learning.

On Tuesday, February 8, Janet Lewis,
will give her presentation at 2:30 p.m.
in 306 STU, (note change in time).
Lewis is the dean of Continuing and
Distance Education and the director of
State Wide Educational Services at the
University of South Dakota. She is
currently on leave from her regular
responsibilities, and serving as an
administrative fellow on the South
Dakota Board of Regents.
On Friday, February 11 , John
Burgeson will give his presentation at
10 a.m. in 308 Padnos, (note change in
location). Burgeson is the dean of the
Center for Continuing Studies at St.
Cloud State University in Minnesota. He
has also served as associate dean of
University Extended Education at
California State University, Fullerton,
and as director of Indepe ndent Study
Division for the College of Continuing
Studies at the University of Alabama.

Artist from Yixing Region to
Work with GVSU Students
Yixing teapots were introduced to
Europe with the first shipments of tea in
the late 17th century. Now teapots from
Yixing, the pottery capital of China, will
be introduced to west Michigan in a
free public slide show on February 10.

Campus Wellness
Fitness: Goal for the Year 2000
By 2010 people in the U.S. between
55-74 years of age w ill outnumber 2534-year-olds by 18 million, according
to the National Institute of Aging, and
over half of them will be dealing with
heart disease, cancer, diabetes or lung
disease.
"To insure a retirement you can
enjoy, you need to start planning
now," says Brenda Reeves, associate
director of Health, Recreation and
Wellness . "The best health insurance
you can have is an active lifestyle. "
Peter Soderberg, president of
Johnson and Johnson and an advocate

of fitness in the workplace, has said:
"If we are to be a healthy community, we must be a community of
healthy people."
The Campus Wellness Center
provides a variety of health promotion programs and wellness services
for faculty and staff members. The
center provides personal trainers on
campus through CustomFits, fitness
professionals who set up individualized programs to meet the personal
fitness needs and goals of individuals.
Contact the Campus Wellness Center,
x3659, to set up an appointment.

Luo Xiao Ping, president of the
Yixing Ceramic Art Association, will
present a slide show of his pottery on
Thursday,
February 10,
at 7:30 p.m. in
the Performing Arts
Center Recital
Hall. A
collection of
Yixing teapots
belonging to
vario us GVSU
fac ulty
members will also be on display. A
translator will be on hand for Ping's
presentation.
Ping will be at Grand Valley on February 10-11 to work with ceramics professor Daleene Menning and her students.

Eberhard Center Student
Employee Training Set
Students who are new to the Grand
Valley work force must attend a tra ining
session to be authorized to work.
Student employees are asked to call
Human Resources, x2215, to rese1ve a
spot at one of the following sessions in
the Eberhard Center: February 15 , 3-5
p.m. , in room 414, and March 29, 1:303:30 p .m. , in room 411.

Faculty and
Staff Sketches
Debbie Morrow, automation librarian,
gave a presentation, titled "From Closed
Rese1ve to E-Reserves: Implementing
Electronic Course Rese1ves at Grand
Valley State University," to the ACRL
Electronic Reserves Discussion Group at
the American Libra1y Association Midwinter Conference in San Antonio, Texas.
Slides for her presentation may be
viewed at: www.gvsu.edu/ libra1y/ morrowd/ dmo.html/
Senez Rodriguez-Charbonier, assistant
professor of Psychology, gave a
presentation to a group of 20 Hispanic
children, ages 8-10, about the effects of
drugs on human behavior.

continued on page 4
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Calendar of Events
General Events
All activities on Allendale Campus unless otherwise noted.
Arts hotline: (616) 895-ARTS.
Mon.,Jan. 10-Fri., Feb. 18

10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon-Fri., 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Thurs.: "200 Years of
Folly: The Legacy of Goya's Caprichos. " The Art Gallery,
PAC.
Mon.,Feb. 7

10-11:30 a.m.: Grand Forum. "Local, National & Global Trends
in Education: What Does the Future Look Like," by Pat
Sandro. EC. For more information call x6615.
12 noon: Campus Wellness Health Awareness Series,
"Depression." Muskegon River Room, KC.
12:30-2 p.m.: Grand Forum. "Local, National & Global Trends
in Education: What Does the Future Look Like," by Arend
D. Lubbers. EC. For more information call x6615 .
Tues., Feb. 8

11-11:45 a.m.: Music Department Concert. The GVSU Studio
Jazz Orchestra, with Kurt Ellenberger, Large Ensemble
Rehearsal Room C, PAC.
5 p.m.: Career Planning & Counseling Center Seminar.
"Procrastination," with Brian Pillsbury. 204 STU. Call
x3266 for more information.
Wed.,Feb.9

10-11:30 a.m.: Grand Forum. "Global Integration & Foreign
Policy, " by John Constantelos. EC. For more information
call x6615.
12:30-2 p.m.: Grand Forum. "U.S ., U.N. & Conflict Resolution," by Robert DeVries. EC. For more information call
x6615.
3 p.m.: Career Planning & Counseling Center Seminar.
"Financial Planning," with Harriet Singleton. 204 STU.
Call x3266 for more information.
7 p.m.: Black History Month. Film showing of 'Jabberwok. "
Sponsored by Delta Sigma Theta. CDC.
Thurs., Feb. 10

12 noon: Arts at Noon Series. The Grand Rapids Symphony
Orchestra concert LAT, PAC.

1 p.m.: The Pew Faculty Teaching & Learning Center
presents, "Dynamite Discussions." Conference Room,
CDC. Call x3498 to register.
2 p.m.: Career Planning & Counseling Center Seminar. "Career
Planning & Decision Making," with John Zaugra. First of 3
sessions. 204 STU. Call x3266 for more information.
4 p.m.: Career Planning & Counseling Center Seminar. "My
Family, Myself," with Shiraz Tata. Second of three
sessions. 204 STU. Call x3266 for more information.
Thurs. Feb. 10-Sat., Feb 12

7:30 p.m.: Student Performing Arts Festival 2000. A workshop of one-act plays written, directed, produced, and
acted by GVSU students. Theatre Lab Room, 1506 PAC.
Fri., Feb . 11

7-9 p.m.: Black Histo1y Month. Apollo Talent Show. Sponsored by the Black Student Union and Alpha Kappa
Alpha. CDC.
Sun., Feb. 13

2 p.m.: Student Performing Arts Festival 2000. A workshop
of one-act plays written, directed, produced, and acted
by GVSU students. Theatre Lab Room , 1506 PAC.
3 p.m.: University Arts Chorale presents "Lux Aeterna"
0997) by Morten Lauridsen. University Singers perform
Aaron Copland, conducted by Ellen Pool , with Madrigal
Ensemble. The Festival Chorale, conducted by Shirley
Lemon, and Varsity Men, conducted by Charles Norris.
LAT, PAC.

Sports
Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800. Game times subject to change.
Wed.,Feb.9

7 p.m.: Men's Basketball. Rochester College at GVSU.
Fri., Feb. 11-Sat., Feb. 12
4 p.m.: Indoor Track & Field. Indianapolis, IN.
Sat., Feb. 12

11 a.m.: Indoor Track & Field. GVSU Laker Challenge.
1 p.m.: Women's Basketball at Lake Superior State University. Sault Ste. Marie.
3 p.m.: Men's Basketball at Lake Superior State University.
Sault Ste. Marie.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
continued from page 3
Alex Nesterenko, associate professor of Communications,
presented a paper, titled "MacLean's Contribution to QResearch," at a conference honoring Malcolm S. Maclean,
Jr., at the University of Iowa. Nesterenko and GVSU communication alumna Pamela Gallina conducted focus groups
about art museum participation and attendance among
minority groups on behalf of the Grand Rapids Art Museum.

Helen Westra, associate professor of English, contributed
a chapter to the book Edwards in Our Time: Jonathan
Edwards and the Shaping of American Religion, edited by
Sang Hyun Lee and Allen C. Guelzo, published by Eerdmans. The title of the chapter, presented originally as a
paper at an Edwards conference in Philadelphia, is "Divinity's Design: Edwards and the History of the Work of
Revival. "

